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This was originally a birding trip from the brochure of Oriole Birding [www.oriolebirding.com] but in the 
event only Anne & myself were left as the definite interested parties. This was to be our special treat to 
celebrate our 40th wedding anniversary, and we are truly grateful to Neil Donaghy of Oriole Birding for 
going out of his way to arrange it so that we could still go. The final outcome was that we were booked 
on to a standard 9 night ‘Northern Highlights’ mobile safari tour of the Chobe NP and Okavango Delta 
area of northern Botswana, with Letaka Safaris [http://www.letakasafaris.com], the company which 
Neil uses for the bird tour. Added on at the beginning were 2 nights in Livingstone, Zambia, to visit the 
Victoria Falls, and 2 nights in Elephant Valley Lodge near Kasane and the Chobe river, in Botswana, 
before we joined the main safari group. This made the tour length up to the same number of nights as 
the original planned birding tour. It was very well organised and all transfers etc went like clockwork. 
Some organisational details: 
Outbound flights: BA from LHR to Johannesburg then Jo’burg to Livingstone with Commercial Airlines. 
Accommodation in Livingstone was in the wonderful Taita Falcon Lodge, which is 11km from 
Livingstone [along a bumpy dirt track!] but the bumpy approach is nullified by the location, on the rim 
of the Batoka Gorge overlooking rapids. Spectacular. 
Transfer from here was by Bushtracks, to the river crossing at Kazungula, into Botswana [by means of 
a small aluminium launch]. Thence to Elephant Valley Lodge near Kasane. Here we had a pre-
arranged river trip and bush drive. Finally we were picked up by the Letaka Safaris guide and met the 
rest of the mobile safari group, having another river trip whilst two were picked up from the local 
airstrip. 
There then followed a 9 night tented mobile safari at three different locations - Savute in Chobe NP, 
the Khwai community area between Chobe and Moremi Game Park and finally in Moremi Game Park 
on the edge of the Okavango Delta. At these locations, our tents were set up for us way out in the 
bush in designated private camping areas reserved for use only by registered safari companies - i.e. 
they are not fixed campsites. 
12th Nov - we flew from LHR departing in the evening and arrived at Jo’berg the following morning and 
connected with our flight to Livingstone.  
13th Nov - We arrived at the airport around 1 p.m. and were picked up by the Taita Falcon Lodge’s 
owner/manager, Vaan Fourie. On the way to the lodge he told us they had arranged a sundowner 
cruise on the Zambezi for us. The lodge was beautiful - all cabins made from local natural materials 
with ensuite facilities and a little courtyard garden, and the main building having an open verandah on 
the edge of the Gorge with bar and an open dining area. We settled in and discovered a bottle of 
bubbly on ice on our cabin [Neil had mentioned the reason for our trip]. 
Late afternoon we were taken in to Livingstone for the river trip. This 
was very pleasant with complimentary drinks served and also some 
tasty snacks. I was soon logging birds: Reed- and White-breasted 
Cormorants, a Goliath Heron, Pied Kingfishers [very common 
throughout], Wire-tailed Swallow, Yellow-billed [Intermediate] Egret, 
Great Egret, White-fronted Bee-eater, African Darter, Yellow-billed 
Egret, White-faced Whistling Duck, Hammerkop and many others. 
Black-crowned Night-heron flew in to roost by the river as dusk fell. A 
spectacular thunder storm added to the entertainment. We returned to 
the lodge for a very tasty dinner. During our stay we sadly missed the 
delightful little Taita Falcon after which the lodge is named, by a couple 
of minutes on two occasions. This small falcon breeds in the gorge. 
14th Nov - we had a leisurely breakfast overlooking the gorge, 
watching African Black Swift, Little Swift, Barn Swallow and Grey-
rumped Swallow feeding. We were taken by one of the lodge’s guides 
to the Victoria Falls.  



Here we had a guided walk around the Zambian side of the spectacular gorge into which the Zambezi 
crashes over the falls. This being the end of the dry season the falls were not as spectacular as they 
can be, most water at this time of year flowing over near the Zimbabwean side, but the whole gorge 
there is spectacular nonetheless. Here we saw Red-winged Starlings, White-bellied and Amethyst 
Sunbird, Terrestrial Brownbul, Dark-capped Bulbul, Pied Crow, Crowned- and Trumpeter Hornbill, and 
White-browed Robin-chat among other species. We returned to the lodge for a light lunch and then 
had some time to ourselves. Later in the afternoon we had a walk around the lodge grounds where we 
picked up some further new birds such as Chinspot Batis, Familiar Chat, Red-billed and Jameson’s 
Firefinch, Brown-crowned Tchagra, Tawny-flanked Prinia, Golden-breasted Bunting, Dark Chanting 
Goshawk, Augur Buzzard, Bearded Woodpecker, Grey-headed Bush-shrike [aka Ghost Bird due to it’s 
spooky call], and Mocking Cliff-chat. Another superb dinner closed a very enjoyable day. 
15th Nov - this morning we had time for a walk before being taken in to Livingstone for our transfer to 
the border crossing over the Chobe river at Kazungula. Our walk gave us Golden Weaver, Cinnamon-
breasted Bunting, Black-collared Barbet, Fork-tailed Drongo, African Paradise Flycatcher, Grey Go-
away Bird, and Black-backed Puffback amongst others. In Livingstone we were picked up by our 
driver from Bushtracks who had been booked to take us to the river crossing. We set off for the 
journey of about an hour in a very smart Mercedes people carrier. The aircon was very welcome as it 
was very hot and humid. The crossing from Zambia to Botswana at Kazungula is something to behold. 
Total chaos - trucks and other vehicles everywhere, the paperwork for the crossing is carried out in 
what amounts to a shed! The queue of articulated trucks on each side is about a mile long and it takes 
about a week for each truck to cross the river and thus the border via a floating rusty metal barge 
which takes one truck at a time. We zoomed across in a small metal launch. This crossing point is 
apparently the only place in the world where the borders of four countries meet at a single point - 
Zambia, Botswana, Zimbabwe and Namibia [however you can only cross between Zambia and 
Botswana]. We finally arrived at Elephant Valley Lodge located in the bush near Kasane. Our 
delightful cabin overlooked virgin bush and the adjacent waterhole. We had lunch at the lodge and in 
the afternoon were taken for a bush drive which took us [eventually] to overlook the Chobe river.  

I say eventually because at one stop in the bush, the 
driver turned off the engine of the Land Rover and it 
wouldn’t start again - flat battery. We had to wait for 
another jeep to come out and jump start it! Needless to 
say we continued on in the replacement. We saw Lizard 
Buzzard perched on a tree in the bush. The riverside 
gave us our first encounters with Elephant, African Fish 
Eagle, Egyptian Goose, Squacco Heron, Blacksmith 
Lapwing, African Openbill [Stork], Saddle-billed Stork 
and Yellow-billed Stork, and fairly distant views of 
antelope of various species. Our return trip through the 
bush was rather hurried due to the time lost on account 

of the flat battery and in order to get out past the entrance before it was locked! An excellent dinner 
ensued. 
16th Nov - the grounds of the lodge were quite productive for smaller passerines, such as Grey-
backed Camaroptera, Green-winged Pytilia, Tawny-flanked Prinia, Blue Waxbill [aka Blue-breasted 
Cordonbleu], Red-backed Shrike, Crested Barbet, Southern Black Tit and White-browed Scrub-robin. 
Other species included Coppery-tailed Coucal, Yellow-bellied Greenbul, Woodland Kingfisher, Red-
billed Hornbill, breeding White-backed Vulture, Meve’s [Long-tailed] Glossy Starling, Tropical Boubou, 
African Pygmy Kingfisher, Little Sparrowhawk and Eurasian Hobby. We had a boat trip on the Chobe 
river scheduled for the morning. Anne decided against as she was feeling a little nauseous, probably 
from the Malarone anti-malarials. As I waited for the vehicle to take us to the boat, a Wahlbergs Eagle 
drifted over the lodge. The cruise was very productive, in a small boat along the river. We drifted into 
the shore with the engine off from time to time and had close encounters with large Crocodiles, 
Hippos, a herd of Elephant drinking by the river, Little, Great, Cattle and Yellow-billed Egrets, and 
Spur-winged Goose was added to the list, together with African Sacred Ibis and Glossy Ibis [a huge 



flock], Water Dikkop, and also a very large Monitor Lizard. Large herds of Buffalo could be seen on the 
floodplain. Collared Pratincoles were frequenting the islands in the river and I also got on to a couple 
of diminutive square-tailed Rock Pratincole. We returned to the lodge for lunch. Another bush drive 
was scheduled for the afternoon but we decided to give that a miss and relax as it was very hot. 
Indeed an afternoon storm arrived - the lightning out there was awesome. After it passed we birded 
from our cabin. The water hole, although not having much animal activity did attract a few birds such 
as Common Sandpiper, Wood Sandpiper, Greenshank, and loads of Cape Turtle Doves. A couple of 
Warthogs did come down to drink and we did see an Elephant with a youngster wandering past our 
cabin [just the other side of the fence] when we walked back in the dark after another delightful dinner. 
The latter was enlightened by the sudden eruption of a shrill ‘song’ coming from the kitchen area, and 
then the happy smiling African lady cook emerged with a cake adorned with sparklers which she 
brought to our table, and then sang a traditional congratulatory song to us in Setswana, the Batswana 
language. Neil’s doing again no doubt! It was delightful and we shared the cake with the other guests 
and the staff. 
17th Nov - transfer day to join Letaka for the mobile safari. We were driven into Kasane and met with  
3 of the other participants, Rolf and Josefina Fricker from Switzerland, and their friend Hans. The other 
two, Canadian ladies, were due to arrive by light aircraft. Whilst they were awaited we were treated to 
a further Chobe river trip so Anne didn’t miss out after all. This was as good as previously except that 
thanks to the boatman’s vigilance we managed to get very close to perched White-fronted Bee-eater 

and African Paradise Flycatcher by the river bank 
and also African Skimmer on an island, enabling me 
to get some excellent photos.  We also saw our first 
Osprey and I was also very pleased to see Racket-
tailed Roller and Blue-cheeked Bee-eater perched 
up. We duly returned to shore and were given a nice 
salad lunch in a small café. The two Canadian 
ladies, Sandy and her mother-in-law Laura arrived 
and we set off for Savute, in Chobe NP. The journey 
from Kasane to the Savute private camp was 172 
km of which 80 was on sand! Needless to say it took 
most of the day but we saw animals and birds on 
the way. The commonest perched up bird has to be  

 White-fronted Bee-eater 

Lilac-breasted Roller, and the most common soaring raptor, Yellow-billed Kite. We finally arrived at 
camp which had been set up in advance for us by the camp team. The latter comprised Jonah the 
chef who produced amazing food cooked over a brushwood fire and freshly baked bread every 
morning, Lops who was chief G&T mixer and excellent they were too [plenty of G and not too much 
T!!], and finally Titi. Our guide was Nkosi Sibanda, who was second to none. His knowledge of animal 
tracks and signs and behaviour, and of birds and their calls & songs was superb. 
What followed was a mobile safari at this and two further camps at private specially designated 
locations in the bush. 
It’s worth describing the facilities at this point. We had our own tents which were heavy canvas, 
erected and taken down each time by the camp team. They contained two substantial camp beds 
which were very comfortable. The front had a substantial awning giving shade from the sun, and had 
two camp chairs and a pair of collapsible fabric hand basins which were filled each morning with warm 
water.  The rear of the tent opened out into a private enclosure with 6ft high canvas walls but no roof. 
Four poles met from the corners, and supported a bucket shower, again filled with warm water each 
day. A ‘long-drop’ toilet was provide in one corner with a proper toilet seat and lid. Meals were taken at 
a long table under a large awning again to give shade and occasionally shelter from rain. 
The Savute camp was located in a hollow area way out in the bush. So, on our first proper safari 
evening we were welcomed with drinks sat around a camp fire followed by a superb dinner. 
 



18th Nov - wake up call at 5 a.m.!! Breakfast under the awning with freshly baked bread, fruit, cereals, 
fresh coffee. By 5:45 - 6:00 a.m. we set off in the vehicle to drive around the bush in search of birds 
and animals. The vehicle was a specially adapted long wheelbase Toyota Landcruiser open at all 
sides and with a canvas roof. Seats comprised 3 rows of three and 1 of two with each row slightly 
higher than the one in front and the windscreen folded down on to the bonnet, so everyone had a 
good view. It had a constantly running fridge with cold drinks and water, and via a separate battery 
system, an inverter for producing 220V AC so camera batteries could be recharged - they even 
provided a 6-gang multisocket with universal sockets so there was no need to use an African adaptor. 
Nkosi knew where to look for game and one had to be prepared for a bit of lurching around as we 
drove around various tracks, getting totally disorientated - I never did work out how he knew where we 
were at any one point! At around 9 - 9:30 we stopped in the shade of a tree, and had mid-morning 
coffee and camp-produced biscuits - delicious. This was the only time during bush drives that we 
could disembark, being out in truly wild country. More game/bird searching and then we finally 
returned to camp by around noon for a light lunch. Then it was siesta time during the hottest part of 
the day, until around 3:00 p.m. It was then that the showers were charged and we could freshen up, 
have a cup of tea and cakes, before setting off for more bush exploration until dusk when we returned 
to camp to be greeted by a nice camp fire with our seats set around it. Lops then took drink orders so 
we could relax with an aperitif or beer before our delicious 3 course dinner prepared by Jonah. This 
was the general pattern every day.  
The big highlight of this day was the finding of a Leopard characteristically asleep in a tree, affording 

some good photographs. Other animals 
encountered were some Spotted Hyenas at an 
Elephant carcass [died of natural causes], a 
small herd of Burchell’s Zebra, Impala [by far the 
commonest animal during the whole safari], a 
diminutive Steenbok [the smallest antelope in 
the area], Giraffe, Elephant, Black-backed 
Jackal and Lion. The Lions were particularly 
enjoyable since due to the skills and knowledge 
of Nkosi we were able to spend at least half an 
hour alone with a couple of males who were 
brothers, whilst they rested and played with 
each other by a river. Bird highlights today 
included a pair of Verreaux’s [Giant] Eagle-owls 

at roost in a tree, Red- and Yellow-billed Hornbills, the first of many Bateleurs with their almost non-
existent tails, an impressive Kori Bustard, Tawny Eagle, Lanner, and at the other end of the scale, 
Marico Flycatcher, and many others. 
19th Nov - our second full day at Savute. Blue Wildebeest was added today and Banded Mongoose, 
and bird species were increased by visits to waterholes which attracted the likes of Saddle-billed 
Stork, and smaller species such as Wood Sandpiper [these were very common and seen at almost 
any small body of water, often with Common Sandpiper]. Pied Kingfishers were also in great 
abundance. New species included Southern Pied Babbler, Dwarf Bittern, Long-billed Crombec, and 
three Cuckoos - African-, African Emerald- and Diederick, and I got on to a female Black 
Cuckooshrike. Comb Duck and White-faced Duck were at other waterholes, 2 Pink-backed Pelicans 
with White Pelicans, were a good find, and Brown Snake Eagle and Steppe Eagle were added on the 
raptor front. An impressive sight at a further waterhole was 10 Black Herons doing their ‘umbrella’ 
impression whilst feeding. Flappet Lark was another good find by Nkosi, sitting atop a grassy mound. 
Yours truly also spotted a very small owl in a trackside tree as we drove past. A quick back-up 
revealed the diminutive Pearl-spotted Owlet. 
20th Nov - this was a transfer day. Again up at 5 a.m. for breakfast. Whilst we did this the team 
dismantled the camp. As we prepared to leave I spotted an eagle sat up in a tree just outside camp. 
As we left this was checked out and turned out to be a magnificent Martial Eagle. We left with Nkosi in 
the Landcruiser, this time towing a trailer containing our suitcases. The rest of the camp was packed 



into a truck by the boys, and they proceeded to the next location whilst we bush drove for the whole 
day. We set off and very soon turned along a sandy track ….. mistake. This turned into powder sand 
and we were soon axle deep and stuck despite the 4WD being in low ratio. Even with the trailer 
unhitched it was no go. I instigated collection of brush wood to lay in the deep ruts but even this was 
proving to be fallible, so I came up with the idea of collecting elephant poo, which was plentiful! This is 
completely dry and innocuous, spongy and fibrous and about the size of a small handball, so this was 
distributed along the ruts too, and …. 100% success!. Nksoi got out of the ruts and crashed back 
round through the bush so we could pull the trailer out with a length of strong webbing. Hitched up 
again we bush-crashed and got back on to firmer ground and took a different route. A great adventure! 
At one point we passed close by a huge assembly of Marabou Storks, one of the ‘ugly five’, and at the 
coffee stop a Leopard Tortoise was found - one of the ‘little five’. Some Kudu and Red Lechwe were 
new antelopes for the list, plus a big troupe of Chacma Baboons. We came upon a large herd of 
Elephant too and a big Monitor Lizard.  Greater Honeyguide, Red-billed Oxpeckers [often on Hippos or 

Giraffe], Chestnut-backed Sparrowlark, and a brief 
view of Meyer’s Parrot were new small birds.  
Dry and bare areas were worth watching and one 
gave us Burchell’s Sandgrouse, and at one 
waterhole there were a total of 12 [Greater] Painted 
Snipe - delightful.  
At dusk we arrived at our second camp, in the 
Khwai community conservation area, in a lovely 
setting by the seasonal river Khwai. This is roughly 
mid way between Chobe NP and the Moremi Game 
Reserve on the southern edge of the Okavango 
delta. 
 

  Burchell’s Sandgrouse 

21st & 22nd Nov - we spent 2 full days based at this beautiful setting following the same daily routine 
as before. The camp itself was rich in birds and Anne & I discovered that a pair of African Barred 
Owlets were nesting in a tree right beside our tent - some good photos ensued. The river by the camp 
had all the common egrets and herons and out in the bush we added African Marsh Harrier, African 
Grey Hornbill, Common Scimitarbill, Spotted Dikkop, and a Cardinal Woodpecker. On 21st on the bush 
drive another good find was a female Leopard resting on the ground with an Impala kill. She was 
oblivious to the jeep and afforded superb photos. Apparently she had cubs hidden somewhere. A new 
Antelope came in the shape of Waterbuck. These are easily ID’d by the white ‘toilet seat’ design on 
their rear end! In a similar vein Impala are known as McDonalds due to the black ‘M’ visible in a rear 
end view. In one dry area Nkosi spotted a Python on the ground so we approached and had wonderful 
views of the intricate patterning on what was a sizeable specimen, about 2m long. On the afternoon of 
22nd we stayed out until late and watched a huge storm system develop producing amazing cloud 
effects. We had sundowner G&Ts by a waterhole, 
watching something like 10-15 different species of 
heron/egret/stork come in to roost.   
We spot-lighted on the way back to camp and 
discovered Rufous-cheeked Nightjar and 
Bushbaby. An interesting adventure at lunch time 
on 21st came in the form of a storm. We were under 
the dining awning when the first rumbles were 
heard and the sky darkened. Then all hell let loose. 
The rain started and some ran back to their tents. 
Anne, myself and Rolf stayed under the awning and 
the rain became torrential. Then as often happens 
with these big storms, a wind blew up - you could 
hear it approaching. I ran to the jeep to retrieve    Kudu                     



my compact camera, which was charging [just as well as the housing in which the plugs sat was 
beginning to fill with water]. I heard a shout and a crash and turned round to see the awning collapse 
with Anne & Rolf underneath! - the wind was like a mini hurricane.  With the help of the camp team we 
freed Anne & Rolf and somehow managed to get the awning back up and secured, drenched to the 
skin ourselves. We laughed it off and when the storm passed and the sun came out our things dried 
on no time, draped over low branches. 
23rd Nov - time to move on to our last camp in the Moremi Game Reserve on the southern edge of the 
Okavango Delta. We bade a farewell to Khwai and headed off into the bush once again. It was a long 
drive today to the entrance to Moremi. We drove around Khwai in the morning and bird highlights 
included 2 African Black Crakes seen really well, another Steppe Eagle, a Red-footed Falcon, 
Greenshank at a waterhole, and Brown-crowned Tchagra. Mammal highlight by a long way at around 
6:30 in the morning was African Wild Dog.  
We only found two of these together, but they 
were very obliging. By the middle of the day 
we arrived at the entrance gate to the Moremi 
reserve. Nkosi had check-in paperwork to do, 
after which we had a picnic lunch at the 
adjacent picnic site. Whilst here we saw our 
first Broad-billed Rollers, stunning purplish 
brown birds with a bright yellow bill. We also 
logged Purple Roller en route too and by this 
stage we had seen four species of Roller. 
Burchell’s Glossy Starlings came to the picnic 
tables. After lunch we continued on into the 
heart of Moremi. A delightful Swallow-tailed 
Bee-eater was seen and also a few Little Bee- 
         African Wild Dog 

eaters. Total Bee-eater species was now six! Coucals were also logged, those here being mostly 
Senegal Coucal rather than the Coppery-tailed variety seen earlier in the trip. A water hole en route 
gave us our first Slaty Egret and also the tiny African Pygmy Goose, Lesser Jacana and a small 
number of Black-winged Pratincole. A drink stop gave us African Golden Oriole. Much of this drive 
was through the habitat known as Mopane scrub, which consists of low scrubby Mopani tree saplings 
which never get the chance to reach the full height of mature trees due to the continuous cropping by 
Elephants. Game is harder to see here so the emphasis was on birds. However we were lucky to find 
3 lions - 2 females and a big male who was guarding a kill. The females would not get a look in until 
he had had his fill. Again they were seemingly oblivious of our presence and some wonderful shots 
were obtained. To top this, not being satisfied with just 2 Wild Dogs we found another pack which 
comprised 11 animals, all resting in a shady copse of trees, giving the opportunity for lots of 
photographs! Yet another highlight came though, as we encountered yet another Leopard, a big 
female who was just as obliging as the others. We finally arrived at the Moremi camp location, another 
superb setting by a tree-surrounded water course. As dusk set in I was lucky enough to spot a 
Bennett’s Woodpecker in a tree across the water. The light through the trees as the sun went down 
was superb. After another superb meal we slept well after a tiring but rewarding day. 
24th & 25th Nov - 2 full days at Moremi. On the 24th we were treated to a 2 hour trip on the outer 
reaches of the Okavango delta proper, in a small boat. We got close to a nest site of Marabou Stork 
and Yellow-billed Egret, but it was difficult to see much because this area comprised water channels 
through very high reed and elephant grass. A minute Painted Reed-frog was a delight though. Our 
guide said that to really see the Okavango properly one would need to spend a whole day on a boat 
and cruise much further in. During the wet season tho’ the delta expands into the surrounding scrub 
and savannah and is easier to view. Bush driving during the rest of 24th and on 25th gave us another 
group of Lions, this time three youngish animals. A family of Vervet Monkeys with a number of very 
small babies was very entertaining. We saw good numbers of the common antelope species and 
added two others, Roan and Tsesseb. Hippo, Giraffe, and Elephant were seen in good numbers and a 



group of Spotted Hyenas rested by a waterhole. Some good birds were added too, with the threatened 
Wooly-necked Stork, and also Wattled Crane.  
During one of the game drives Nkosi spotted a snake 
up in a tree being mobbed by Meve’s Starlings - a 
Black Mamba!! A memorable stop by one waterhole 
saw us watching a host of birds - Three-banded Plover, 
40+ Ruff, several Wood Sandpipers, 2 Marsh 
Sandpipers, Greenshank, Green Sandpiper, Common 
Sandpiper [including one sitting on a Hippo’s back], 
around 20+ Little Stints, and an incredible mixed flock 
of Pratincoles - 80+ birds comprising Collared- and 
Black-winged. Once back at the camp the water course 
held a good selection of herons egrets and storks - 
Grey and Goliath Heron, Green-backed Heron, Black 
Heron, Yellow-billed Stork, Sacred Ibis, Yellow-billed 
Egret, Little Egret, and Great Egret. We had also 
discovered that at this camp too, we had a pair of 
African Barred Owlets nesting next to our tent! One had 
been looking down at me from its nest hole whilst I 
          Wattled Crane 

took a shower in the afternoon! The camp also had Black-headed Oriole feeding in the trees on the 
last day. One final superb meal and a sharing of our cooled bottle of bubbly that we had kept, and we 
set to packing, ready for the departure in the morning. 
26th - 27th Nov - we were allowed to rise a little later today - between 5:30 and 6:00! Breakfast was 
however more leisurely during which the guys started to take down the camp. We were due to fly out 
from an airstrip at a location called Xaxanaka. We still spent the morning bush driving and were able 
to add a couple more birds - Brown-throated Martin and Kittlitz’s Plover with young by a waterhole. 
Eventually we arrived at the airstrip - a strip of tarmac in the middle of the bush, but not far from a 
fixed lodge. We soon heard our plane approaching, a small Cessna-like aircraft. Only four of us were 
due to fly in this as the Swiss people were going on to another location. I was able to sit next to the 
pilot but we all got superb views of the vastness remoteness of the area as we flew at low altitude for 
around 30 mins into the ‘international’ airport at Maun, a sizeable town in the north of Botswana. Here 
we had a couple of hours to kill until our flight with Botswana Airlines to Johannesburg was ready. It 
was very hot and still, 40 deg C, so we sat in the shade by a small café [the Bon Arrivée] opposite the 
airport building such as it was. We sipped iced drinks and also had a light salad lunch whilst being 
amused by a herd of goats that wandered into the airport entrance in search of something to graze. 
Finally we checked in - the airport although very small, was very busy and many groups were at the 
end of their stay in various lodges around the area. We then had the 2 hr flight to Jo’burg in a medium 
sized turboprop aircraft. We had checked our luggage right through to LHR but did wonder whether it 
would appear. Transfer at Jo’burg went smoothly and we finally left there in the evening and arrived 
back at LHR at 5 a.m. on 27th and lo and behold our luggage had too. We travelled back to Cardiff by 
the first National Express coach that morning. 
Overall a fabulous holiday, and I think we got a better feeling of the bush and it’s wildlife by staying in 
the camps rather than going out each day from an albeit comfortable all mod cons lodge. The night 
sounds stand out - Elephants belching and munching leaves right by our tents at 2 a.m. in Savute, 
Lions roaring in the early hours at all camps, Hyenas calling, Verreaux’s Eagle-owls uttering their deep 
gutteral hoot, and on one occasion a Pel’s Fishing Owl calling - sadly we didn’t connect with one of 
these at roost during the day. The cacophony of sound made by the frogs at Moremi as night fell is 
also memorable including the loud metallic tink tink of the Bell Frogs. What also stands out is the 
damage that Elephants do to the trees. I’ve already mentioned the Mopane scrub. However even half 
mature trees that are quite tall suffer, as the bigger matriarchs and bulls can simply push them over. 
Some areas looked like tree graveyards. Trees that have managed to get to a substantial size often 



have damaged bark, because the elephants like to get at the sap of some of the other tree species, 
and use their tusks to prise the bark off. 
Many thanks to Neil at Oriole Birding for organising such a great and unforgettable trip, and to Vaan 
and Anmarie at Taita Falcon, all the staff at Elephant Valley, all at Letaka Safaris and in particular to 
Nkosi and Jonah, Lops and Titi for our wonderful time on safari. 

John & Anne Wilson, Dec 2011 
 
Total bird species seen - 250: 
 

Species Name Latin Name Count Location 

Ostrich Struthio camelus 2   

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 9 various waterholes 

African Darter Anhinga rufa common   

White-breasted Cormorant Phalacrocorax lucidus common on Zamezi & Chobe R 

Reed Cormorant Phalacrocorax africanus common on Zamezi & Chobe R 

White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus 12 Savute 

Pink-backed Pelican Pelecanus rufescens 2 Savute 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea common   

Goliath Heron Ardea goliath 5   

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 6 Chobe R and Delta 

Cattle Egret Bulbulcus ibis common   

Great White Egret Egretta alba common   

Yellow-billed Egret Egretta intermedia common   

Slaty Egret Egretta vinaceigula 4 Moremi 

Black Heron Egretta ardesiaca 15 Moremi 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta common   

Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides common   

Rufous-bellied Heron Ardeola rufiventris 1 Khwai 

Striated [Green-backed] Heron Butorides striata 4 Chobe R, Khwai, Moremi 

Black-crowned Night-heron Nycticorax nycticorax 11 Zambezi, Khwai 

Dwarf Bittern Ixobrychus sturmii 1 Savute 

Hammerkop Scopus umbretta fairly common 

Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis common   

African Openbill Anastomus lamelligerus common in small numbers 

Black Stork Ciconia nigra 1   

Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus 4 2 at Savute, 2 at Moremi 

Saddle-billed Stork Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis recorded in 1's & 2's at most larger water bodies 

Marabou Stork Leptoptilos crumeniferus common   

Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus fairly common 

Hadeda Bostrychia hagedash 8 Khwai, Moremi 

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus common   

African Spoonbill Platalea alba 29 most water bodies 

White-faced Whistling-duck Dendrocygna viduata 40   

Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiacus common   

Spur-winged Goose Plectoperus gambensis fairly common 

Comb Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos 10 Savute, Moremi 

African Pygmy-goose Nettapus auritus 12 Khwai, Moremi 

Yellow-billed Duck Anas undulata 4 Moremi 

Red-billed Teal Anas erythrorhyncha 20+ most water bodies 

Hottentot Teal Anas hottentota 6 Khwai, Moremi 

Osprey Pandion haliaetus 6 Chobe, Khwai 

Yellow-billed Kite Milvus parasitus common   

African Fish Eagle Haliaetus vocifer 6 R Chobe, Khwai 
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Lappet-faced Vulture Torgos tracheliotos 3 2 Savute, 1 Moremi - scarce 

Hooded Vulture Necrosyrtes monachus farily common 

White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus common   

Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus 1 seen by Anne 

Brown Snake-eagle Circaetus cinereus 5   

Bateleur Terathopius ecaudatus 8   

Dark Chanting-goshawk Melierax metabates 1 Taita 

Lizard Buzzard Kaupifalco monogrammicus 1 Chobe 

African Marsh-harrier Circus ranivorus 2 1 Khwai, 1 Moremi 

Little Sparrowhawk Accipiter minullus 1 Elephant Valley 

Steppe Buzzard Buteo vulpinus 2 Khwai 

Augur Buzzard Buteo augur 1 Taita 

Lesser Spotted Eagle Aquila pomarina 1 Moremi 

Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax 12 bush througout 

Steppe Eagle Aquila nipalensis 3 Savute, Khwai 

Wahlbergs Eagle Aquila wahlbergi 4 EVL, Savute, Khwai 

African Hawk-eagle Hieraaetus spilogaster 4 1 Savute, 1 Khwai, 2 Moremi 

Martial Eagle Polemaetus bellicosus 1 Savute 

Secretarybird Sagittarius serpentarius 1 Savute 

Rock Kestrel Falco rupicollis 1 Savute 

Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus 1 Khwai 

Hobby Falco subbuteo 2 EVL 

Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus 2 EVL, Savute 

Crested Francolin Francolinus sephaena fairly common EVL, Savute, Moremi 

Red-billed Francolin Francolinus adspersus v common   

Swainsons Spurfowl Francolinus swainsonii fairly in the bush 

Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris v common   

Wattled Crane Grus carunculatus 3 Moremi 

African Black Crake Amaurornis flavirostra 13 Chobe R, Khwai, Moremi 

Kori Bustard Ardeotis kori 3 2 Savute, 1 Moremi - scarce 

Red-crested Korhaan Eupodotis ruficrista fairly common Savute & Moremi 

Northern Black Korhaan Eupodotis afraoides 2 Savute 

Lesser Jacana Microparra capensis 2 1 Savute, 1Moremi 

African Jacana Actophilornis africanus common throughout 

Greater Painted-snipe Rostratula benghalensis 16 12 Savute, then Khwai & Moremi 

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus farily common 

Water Dikkop Burhinus vermiculatus 7 singles at all locations 

Spotted Dikkop Burhinus capensis 1 Khwai 

Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola 40 
all at Moremi - others seen at 
Chobe R 

Black-winged Pratincole Glareola nordmanni 40 
all at Moremi - others seen at 
Savute 

Rock Pratincole Glareola nuchalis 4 Chobe R 

Long-toed Lapwing Vanellus crassirostris fairly common seen at Chobe R, Savute & Moremi 

White-headed Lapwing Vanellus albiceps 6 Chobe R 

Crowned Lapwing Vanellus coronatus 6 Savute, Khwai 

Wattled Lapwing Vanellus senegallus 6 Khwai 

Blacksmith Lapwing Vanellus armatus common throughout 

Kittlitzs Plover Charadrius pecuarius 5 Chobe R and Moremi 

Three-banded Plover Charadrius tricollaris 2 EVL, Moremi 

Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis 4 EVL, Moremi 

Greenshank Tringa nebularia singles at most waterholes 

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 3   
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Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola singles at most waterholes 

Common Sandpiper Tringa hypoleucos 4 Chobe, EVL, Moremi 

Turnstone Arenaria interpres 2 Chobe R 

Little Stint Calidris minuta 20 Moremi 

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 1 Moremi 

Ruff Philomachus pugnax 71 Chobe R, Khwai, Moremi 

Grey-headed Gull Larus cirrocephalus 2 Chobe R 

White-winged Black Tern Childonias leucopterus 1 Chobe R 

African Skimmer Rynchops flavirostris 11 Chobe R, Moremi 

Burchells Sandgrouse Pterocles burchelli 14 Savute, Khwai, Moremi 

Mourning Collared-dove Streptopelia decipiens common   

Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia semitorquata 6 Taita, Vic Falls 

Cape Turtle Dove Streptopelia capicola common   

Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis common   

Namaqua Dove Oena capensis 5 EVL, Savute Khwai 

Emerald-spotted Wood-dove Turtur chalcospilos 4 Taita, EVL, Savute 

Mourning Dove Zenaida macroura common   

Meyers Parrot Poicephalus meyeri 5 Khwai, Moremi 

Grey Go-away-bird Corythaixoides concolor fairly common throughout 

Jacobin Cuckoo Clamator jacobinus 2 Chobe R, EVL 

Levaillants Cuckoo Clamator levaillantii 4 EVL, Savute, Moremi 

African Cuckoo Cuculus gularis 5 Khwai, Moremi 

African Emerald Cuckoo Chrysococcyx cupreus 1 Khwai 

Diederick Cuckoo Chrysococcyx caprius 2 Khwai 

Coppery-tailed Coucal Centropus cupreicaudus fairly common 

Senegal Coucal Centropus senegalensis fairly common 

White-browed Coucal Centropus superciliosus 2 EVL 

African Scops-owl Otus senegalensis 1 EVL, heard 

Verreauxs Eagle-owl Bubo lacteus 5 4 Savute, 1 Khwai 

Pels Fishing-owl Scotopelia peli heard Moremi 

Pearl-spotted Owlet Glaucidium perlatum 1 Savute 

African Barred Owlet Glaucidium capense 6 Khwai, Moremi 

Rufous-cheeked Nightjar Caprimulgus rufigena 1 Khwai 

Pennant-winged Nightjar Macrodipteryx vexillarius 1 Taita 

African Palm-swift Cypsiurus parvus 3 Okavango 

African Black Swift Apus barbatus common Taita 

Swift Apus apus     

Little Swift Apus affinis   Taita 

Giant Kingfisher Megaceryle maximus 1 Chobe R 

Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis common   

Malachite Kingfisher Alcedo cristata 1 Moremi 

African Pygmy-kingfisher Ceyx pictus 1 EVL 

Woodland Kingfisher Halcyon senegalensis common   

White-fronted Bee-eater Merops bullockoides fairly common on rivers 

Little Bee-eater Merops pusillus 11 EVL, Savute, Moremi 

Swallow-tailed Bee-eater Merops hirundineus 2 1 Savute, 1 Moremi 

Blue-cheeked Bee-eater Merops persicus 3 Chobe R, Savute, Moremi 

Bee-eater Merops apiaster 6 Chobe R, Khwai 

Southern Carmine Bee-eater Merops nubicoides 26 Chobe R, Khwai, Moremi 

Lilac-breasted Roller Coracias caudatus common throughout 

Racket-tailed Roller Coracias spatulatus 1 Chobe NP 

Purple Roller Coracias naevia no count Savute, Khwai, Moremi 
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Broad-billed Roller Eurystomus glaucurus 10 Moremi 

African Hoopoe Upupa africana 6 EVL, Khwai, Moremi 

Green Wood-hoopoe Phoeniculus purpureus 10+ Taita, Chobe NP, Savute, Khwai 

Common Scimitarbill Rhinopomastus cyanomelas 2 Khwai, Moremi 

Crowned Hornbill Tockus alboterminatus 1 Vic Falls 

Bradfields Hornbill Tockus bradfieldi 4 EVL, Savute 

African Grey Hornbill Tockus nasutus 6 Khwai, Moremi 

Red-billed Hornbill Tockus erythrorhynchus common   

Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill Tockus leucomelas common   

Trumpeter Hornbill Bycanistes bucinator 
more often heard 
than seen Vic Falls, Taita, Savute 

Southern Ground-hornbill Bucorvus cafer 11 Savute, Khwai 

Black-collared Barbet Lybius torquatus 2 Taita, Moremi 

Crested Barbet Trachyphonus vaillantii 3 EVL, Moremi 

Greater Honeyguide Indicator indicator 1 Savute 

Bennetts Woodpecker Campethera bennettii 4 Moremi 

Cardinal Woodpecker Dendropicos fuscescens 1 Khwai 

Bearded Woodpecker Thripias namaquus 4 Taita, Khwai 

Flappet Lark Mirafra rufocinnamomea 3 Savute 

Sabota Lark Mirafra sabota 1 Chobe R 

Chestnut-backed Sparrow-lark Eremopterix leucotis 4 Savute 

Brown-throated Martin Riparia paludicola 2 Moremi 

Grey-rumped Swallow Pseudhirundo griseopyga   Taita 

Rock Martin Hirundo fuligula 20 Taita 

Swallow Hirundo rustica common   

Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii Taita, Chobe R,  

House Martin Delichon urbica 1 Moremi 

African Pied Wagtail Motacilla aguimp 1 Zambezi 

African Pipit Anthus cinnamomeus 3 Chobe R, Savute, Moremi 

Buffy Pipit Anthus vaalensis 1 Savute 

Black Cuckooshrike Campephaga flava 1 Khwai 

Dark-capped Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus tricolor common   

Yellow-bellied Greenbul Chlorocichla flaviventris Vic Falls, EVL 

Terrestrial Brownbul Phyllastrephus terrestris 6 EVL, Savute 

White-crowned Shrike Eurocephalus anguitimens 6 Savute 

Black-backed Puffback Drysoscopus cubla no count Taita, EVL, Savute, Khwai 

Brown-crowned Tchagra Tchagra australis 5 Taita, Savute, Khwai 

Orange-breasted Bush-shrike Laniarius brauni 1 EVL 

Tropical Boubou Laniarius aethiopicus 4 EVL 

Crimson-breasted Shrike Laniarius atrococcineus 3 Moremi 

Grey-headed Bush-shrike Telophorus blanchoti 6 Taita, EVL 

Magpie Shrike Urolestes melanoleucus common   

Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio fairly common 

Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor fairly common 

Kurrichane Thrush Turdus libonyanus 1 Moremi 

Thrush Nightingale Luscinia luscinia 1 EVL 

White-browed Robin-chat Cossypha heuglini 6 Vic Falls, EVL 

White-browed Scrub-robin Erythropygia leucophrys 2 Taita 

Kalahari Scrub-robin Erythropygia paena 1 Savute 

African Stonechat Saxicola torquata africanus 4 Chobe R, Okavango 

Familiar Chat Cercomela familiaris   Taita, EVL 

Arnotts Chat Myrmecocichla arnoti 2 Moremi 
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Mocking Cliff-chat Myrmecocichla cinnamomeiventris 1 Taita 

Hartlaubs Babbler Turdoides hartlaubii 20 Khwai. Moremi 

Southern Pied-babbler Turdoides bicolor 10 Savute, Khwai 

Arrow-marked Babbler Turdoides jardineii common   

Rattling Cisticola Cisticola chiniana no count EVL, Savute, Khwai 

Chirping Cisticola Cisticola pipiens 1 Okavango reeds 

Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis 1 Savute 

Tawny-flanked Prinia Prinia subflava 5 all locations 

Grey-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera brevicaudata 6 all locations 

Long-billed Crombec Sylvietta rufescens 2 Savute, Khwai 

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 1 Moremi - JDW only 

Marico Flycatcher Bradornis mariquensis 3 Savute, Moremi 

Southern Black Flycatcher Melaenornis pammelaina 2 EVL, Savute 

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 2 EVL, Savute 

Ashy Flycatcher Muscicapa caerulescens   EVL 

Chinspot Batis Batis molitor 2 Taita, Moremi 

African Paradise-flycatcher Terpsiphone viridis 2 Chobe R, EVL, Khwai 

Southern Black Tit Parus niger common all locations 

White-breasted Sunbird Nectarinia talatala 1 Vic Falls 

Amethyst Sunbird Chalcomitra amethystina 1 Vic Falls 

Marico Sunbird Nectarinia mariquensis 2 Moremi 

Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis common all locations 

Pied Crow Corvus albus Taita, Vic Falls 

African Golden Oriole Oriolus auratus 2 Savute, Moremi 

Black-headed Oriole Oriolus larvatus 2 Moremi 

Red-winged Starling Onychognathus morio 6 Vic Falls 

Cape Glossy-starling Lamprotornis nitens fairly comon Savute, Khwai, Moremi 
Greater Blue-eared Glossy-
starling Lamprotornis chalybaeus 1 EVL 

Burchells Glossy-starling Lamprotornis australis common throughout 

Mevess Glossy-starling Lamprotornis mevesii common throughout 

Wattled Starling Creatophora cinerea 16 Savute 

Yellow-billed Oxpecker Buphagus africanus 5 Savute, Khwai, Moremi 

Red-billed Oxpecker Buphagus erythrorhynchus common around game 

Cinnamon-breasted Bunting Emberiza tahapisi 1 Taita 

Afr Golden-breasted Bunting Emberiza flaviventris 3 Taita 

Yellow Canary Serinus flaviventris 1 Savute 

Green-winged Pytilia Pytilia melba 2 EVL, Savute 

Red-billed Firefinch Lagonosticta senegala 2 Taita 

Jamesons Firefinch Lagonosticta rhodopareia 4 EVL, Khwai 

Blue-breasted Cordonbleu Uraeginthus angolensis fairly common throughout 

Black-cheeked Waxbill Estrilda erythronotos 6 Savute 

Shaft-tailed Whydah Vidua regia 13 Savute, Khwai, Moremi 

Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua macroura a few Chobe 

Long-tailed Paradise-whydah Vidua interjecta 2 Savute 

Red-billed Buffalo-weaver Bubalornis niger no count - fairly common in bush 

White-browed Sparrow-weaver Plocepasser mahali common throughout 

[Holubs] Golden Weaver Ploceus xanthops 6 Taita, EVL 

Village Weaver Ploceus cucullatus 1 Savute 

Red-headed Weaver Anaplectes rubriceps 1 Taita 

Red-billed Quelea Quelea quelea 30 small flocks in bush 

House Sparrow Passer domesticus   Taita 
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Southern Grey-headed Sparrow Passer diffusus fairly common throughout 

Yellow-throated Petronia Petronia superciliaris 1 Chobe R. 

 
Other wildlife: 
 
Antelope: 
Blue Wildebeest 
Tsessebe 
Steenbok 
Impala 
Roan 
Gemsbok 
Buffalo 
Kudu 
Bushbuck 
Reedbuck 
Waterbuck 
Red Lechwe 
Klipspringer 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Other herbivores: 
African Elephant 
Giraffe 
Burchell’s Zebra 
Warthog 
Hippopotamus 

Predators: 
Lion 
Leopard 
Spotted Hyena 
Wild Dog 
Black-backed Jackal 
Honey Badger 
Yellow Mongoose 
Banded Mongoose 
Slender Mongoose 
Dwarf Mongoose 
Crocodile 

Other animals: 
Python 
Black Mamba 
Snouted Cobra 
Green-spotted Bush 
- Snake 
Water Monitor 
Painted Reed Frog 
Bell Frog [heard] 
Marsh Frog sp [hrd] 
Lesser Bushbaby 
Chacma Baboon 
Vervet Monkey 
Scrub Hare 
Springhare 
Tree Squirrel 
Cape Ground -
Squirrel 
 

Lepidoptera: 
Brown-veined White 
African Queen 
And these moths:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  ??? 

        Sundowner Moth ^ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 ???           ??? 
I am endeavouring to find the ID of the queried ones. 


